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RIGHT HONOURABLE, - 
and Truly NOBLE, the moſt Virtu- 


ous, and Eminently Religious 


MARY. 


Counteſs Dowager of Warwick, His 
Singular Good Lady. 


G2eat and Good Madam, 


Hts s the Second Obſequious Teſtimony 
I publiquely give of my Ready Obe- 
dience to your Ladyſhips Commands ; 
in venturing by the Preſs to the Eyes 
of all, what was preſented to the Ears 
of ſo many Right Honourable, and 
worthy Auditors from the Pulpit. And 
as the Acceptance which it found at 


LEES LUN Fy | 
ERS belng doubl 

3 EX CANE firſt, ( being double to my own Ex- 
Wd : petations ) 1 aſcribe to the Great- 
neſs of their Love to my Noble Lord : 
£0, if it now Eſcape the Severity of a Critical axd Cenſorious Age, 
and be received as Paſſables 1\ſball attribute it wholly, to the Patro- 
ciny of your Ladyſhips Great name, ſo juſtly Dear and Venerable to 


al that know it, 


A ; Madam, 


| .- —4 
7 
'S 
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The Epilfle Dedicatozy. 

Madim, This Sermon is 4 Pillar ( though too too weak nd ſlender,) 
Eredted to the Name and Memory of your Deareſt Lord, It is, 
and always hath been cuſtomary, to hang forth upon Pillars, Votive, 
Encomiaſtick , Legiſlative Tables. And what Tables may more 
aptly be appended on an Husbands Pillar, than his Conſorts Yow: ? 
the Praiſes of his Second-Self « That Example, which is an Au- 
thentick Law of Goodneſs * 

Let it not therefore be Unpardonable, Good Madam, that I ſurprize 
you with a Preface, which You leaſt expett , 4 faint Shadow s thoſe 
radiant Perfections, where-with agracious God hath ſo ſignally Adoy- 
7nd You, 

For although your Ladyſhips accompliſh't Graces , which deſerve 
the Beſt, and have obtained an univerſal Teſtimony, need not my 
Suffrage 5, yet ſome weed the Encouragement, and others the convittive 
Example of them. | 
\ *Tis mot therefore for your own Sake that 1 Write thus: For though 
1 muſt acknowlede, that a leſs confirmed Virtue might be aſſiſted by 
being proclaim'd, whilſt 'tis Engazed to anſwer Expectation, and 
to verifie an Atteſtation publiquely given of it, yet One that hath 
taken Root ſo long and deep, and brought forth Fruit ſo much and 
good, #s beyond ſuch Honeſt Arts for confirmation, 

No'! tis for the Sake of others, Firſt of owr Deareſt Lord Deceaſed, 
for 'tis fit that thoſe who hear how extraordinary « Value aud Love 
He hath witneſſed to your Ladyſhip , ſhould withapuagerſiand how 
extraordinary 4 Perſon He hath plac't ſuch Kindneſs on7 And to juſti- 
fe: his Prudence and his Goodnefs, ( eſpecially in an Age wherein 
Exceſs of conjugal Aﬀetion, is none of the Faſhionable, or raign- 
ing Errors) who knew how to eſteem and compenſate ſo Endearing 
4 Merit as your Ladyſhips was. 

And next for the Sgke of others, who Survive, To obwiate their 
Excuſes of Difficulty and Impoſlibility, while they may behold thuſe 
Virtues flouriſhing in your Ladyſhip with aw happy Facility ', from 
which they would excuſe themſelves upon thoſe accounts, And to pro- 
woke their Zeal to an Holy Emulationz and to give the World 4 
Con; 


The Epiſtle Dedicafojy; 
Convidive Inſtance; that this Age hath Vliitues as ſlupendious As it s - 
Vices. 

And here 1 find my ſelf in the ſame Straights $t, Jerome 
compleined of, Writing to a Noble Lady, that 


ither I [hall be thought to flatter. i I [peak Scriptmrus 24 Demer: it- 
: j $ f : f /p dem quz & nobilirate & Di- 


what your Ladyſhips Virtues merit 3 or { ſhall (55. prima eſtin 01 be Ro- 


wrong them if 1 abſira&t ſo much as may make manc; $1 cunda vireuribus 


rn £jus cengrua dixero Add- 
the reſt ſeem credible. Tet conſidering that jet pa ahers $6 quadind 


Right-hand Errours are moſt pardonable , 1 Subſtraxero ne iticredibi- 


all adventure to make large Abatements of j. Myr roy gong 


what might be juſtly ſpoken with greateſt ve.ccundia.Hiz,o. Epit 8. 


Truth, 

I mnſt begin with your Ladyſhips early, + fixed choyce of God for your 
Happineſs and Portion, and #nreſerved Conſecration of all you have, 
and are to him, your immoveable andincreaſing Reſolution, to make 
His Name Honourable,a#d His Praiſe Glorious iz the World; and to 
render Solid Religion amable, by a Converſation in all things worthy of 
it, and to encourage, and bring it into Reputation ; which-Zeal may as 
Deſervedly Crown your Ladyſhip with the Style of Regina Piorum,as the 
like Zeal in the Great Periſchius, to advance Good Learning, gave him 
the Title of Rex Literatprum, 

And next your Ladyſhip's admirable Purity of Conſcience,which you 
call your Domeſtick Chaplayne ; whoſe Dit ates you ſo Religioully ob- 
ſerve & obey. Yonr Fervours of Devotion and Conſtancy and Ardours 
both in publick axd private Prayer,which you call, becauſe you findit ſo, 
Heaits-Eaſe. Your zealous axd learching Preparation for the frequent 
Receiving of the Holy Euchariſt, and ſuch profound Reverence in that 
moſt Holy Action; 4s I never yet beheld in any other Perſon, Touy 
ſingular Care to excite and affiſt the reſt of your Family z eſpecially the 
Females to the like Exactneſs, Your darly Retirements to Confider 
and Think ; ſcarce twenty four hours paſſing, of which Two are not 
ſpeat in Meditation, and Converling with the Invitible World, Your 
accurate Care to Watch your Heart and Life, and to obſerve the De- 
cays or Growth of -Jeur Spiritual — | Your profound Humili- 


A ty, 


Lhe Epiſtle Dedicatozy. 
ty, andobliging Aﬀability 4 without any leſſening the Station of your 
Quality. Tour Chriſtian Courage #0 own the Ways of God ; andat aud 
ſpeak jor him, grounded on this Heroick Maxime z Tis fit God's Ser- 
vants ſhould he as Bold for their Maſter, as the Devil's are for Him. 
Your inimitable Excellency in perſuming al Companies with Holy Dif. 
courſe, and captivating minds,moſt aliene and averſe, to a willing and 
delightful fatisfadtion in ſuch entertainmentsz Nothing ſavouring of 
Aﬀected, Moroſe, or Impottune, but flowing with ſo graceful a Sweet- 
neſs 4nd conquering power s that it attra@#s the very Stones of their 
ewn accord; (as they fabled of the Walls of Thebes,)to build the City of 
God. * 

I find it hard for a flow Pen to be conciſe in ſo copious a SubjeR , bug 
1 muſt confine my ſelf to what hath more Affinity with the preſent Oc- 
Caſion. 

Madam, Great Virtues, and Great Graces were made for Great 
Tryals; Your Ladyſhip h 1th had your ſhare : He that gave them, doubt- 
leſs deſizned their Exerciſe, without which they had loſt their Lawrels, 
You,much of your Crown and Glory. 

Tour Honour had a Dear and Loving Husband 3 but that Husband 
had his great, his heavy, and his long Afiiitions, and that Gout 
which was ſo ſevere to him, was ſometimes leſs kind to you and others, 
than his Natural Temper. $0 that you felt it's pain, not only by Sym- 

athy,. as you did always, but ſometimes in other effects. But oh | 
the Admirable Meekne(s, the inconquerable Patience, the indefati- 
gable Diligence, the unwearied Attendance that you gave him, whilſt 
he lived And that kind Profeflion which your Ladyſhip made, when 
he was Dead, that you could moſt willingly have undergone ten times 
as much, to have prolong'd, or ſav'd his Life, 
. And how endearing was that Reſolution which you made, ( and 
'twas the firſt Reflection roſe in your Noble Breaſt, when you reco- 
wvered time to.think,. after the Conſternation of the Stroke ) That you 
would make large Additions to thoſe I1beral Annuities, and Legacies, 
himſelf Bequeathed to the Unwearied Attendants oz his Perſon, to ſhew 
bow much you eſteemed your ſelf oblig'd, by all that they had done fes 
hte. | oe If 
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| If 1 ſeem to wave the Mention of your paſſionate Zeal for his Spiri- 


tual aud Eternal Concerns, *tis not becauſe 1 forget it, but becauſe no 
Pen can ſufficiently expreſs it , and I believe you would not change that 
inward Peace it yields you, for as many Thouſands more as He hath left 
yon, | | : 
Good Madam, your Noble Lord ( as He did often Living, ) hath 


given large Teſtimonies of his Great Love azd Value for you at his 


Death, by leaving your Lady ſhip the Command of all He had the dif. 
poſal of , during your Lite, and longer. Torr Ladyſhip hath heard the. 
Apologue of the Wind 4nd Sun, ſtriviag for the Travellers Cloak, 
you have kept your Garments Clole,and unipotted, in the firſt Conflict + 
and we doubt not but you will do ſo in what remains: Yet New Stations 
will have New Temptations to be watch't a7 4inft. 

Your Ladyſhips owns Prudent and Piqus Reſolvgs Concerning your 
aumerous Family, have prevented any Counſel : 7 had the leave and 
Honorary 1avitation to ſuggeſt, andallIcan add, is only to approve 
and encourage, thoſe Holy and Wiſe Determinations; which were, 
that you would let them know at once, what you expected from them x 
Order, Sobricty, Piety, and that they who would not ſerve God,ſhould 
not ſerve you : But thoſe who wonld, ſhould want no Encouragement 
that you can give them, O Glorious Pattern of excelient Govern- 
ment ! this 45 to Govern for God : To make the Duty of the Go- 
verned to be their Intereſt ; And, the preſent World to ſerve a ber- 
ter, 

Good Madam, Let an Account of your Charity, attend that of your 
Piety ; and 7 ſhall offer no further Violence to that Humble Modeſty, 
which is Patient of all Men and Womens Praiſe but your own, The 
Exceſs of your Charity, is the only Fault I canrememter, 7 2wer heard 
charg'd upoy your Ladyſhip, which calls to mind what Eraſmus wrote 
zo his Friend Budausz He had rather be Maſter cf his Vices, than of 
other Mens Firtues, No Man living hath had the Honour to be a wore 
conſtant Witneſs of the Good you. did in a more private Fortune, tha 
my ſelf How (c].citous you were, lej# you did not Enough ; how you 
argued for the Quota pars, what proportion ſhovld be Sacred ty Goda, 
and 


'Khe Epſlile Dedicat92y, 
- ard Charity : 1 dare not tell an incredulous World, where yo! fix't ; 
though I may, How Cheafully jos ſct it apart, and howprudently you 
imploydit. How many Youths dtd you affijt the Ecucct.on of at the- 
Quivetfity 3 ſome with five, ſome ten, ſome twenty Pounds by the 
Year! How many Children, vr Scores rather, diq you cauſe to be 
Tavgitt to Read at your Colt; ard found them Books, ardcloathed 
femme? And how many Neeeſſutous Perſons and Families beſides, liv'd 
of yovr Bounty almoſt, or altogether ? Madam, I ſhould not Rob you 
of the Glory of having Ged for your W tneſs,did not I hope ſuch Beams 
as theſe, might Thaw this Age, as frozen as it is, into ſome Holy I- 
mitation, 4nd what may we now expett, whes the Dimenſions of 
your Fortune approach nearer tho'e of your Noble Heatt, which is large 
like that of Solomon ? 

I confeſs, I cannot reſolve, whether I Reverenced with Greater Ve- 
neration, your Ladyihips immoveable Reſolution z not to concern your 
Self in the Settlement of your Lordſhips Eſtate ; never ſpeaking but 
for others, D«termined to truſt God, andrefer all to him; Or your Ex- 
prefſions bot5 before and ſixce, That you had but One Buſineſs to do z 
to glorifie Ced in what Station ſoever He ſhould pleaſe to ſet you; and 
that you ſhould not value an Eſtate at all, ( yea count it a Toyl and Cum- 
ber) but for the Opportunity It affords of doing good, and 9bliging o- 
thers, The pleaſure of Givirg being the greateſt you know belongs 
to having Riches: Nay, that you w: uld not have them,under conditions 
which ſhould reſtrain this. 

Madam, O#r Noble Lord hath left you his Subſtitute to uphold the 
Grandure of LE ET in mhat is Noble, and his Almnoreſs iz what 
is charitable ; by which great Act:on he hath obliged the preſent Gene- 
ration, and added to a great Cblization, a great Paltern, to make that 
h: ppy which ſhall ſucceed. = 

Good Madam, give me leave to ſubjoyne to my Prayers to God for 
Tos, my humble} Requeſts to your Good Talyſhip, that you will be 
pleaſed to protect theſe ſlender Exndeawvours, to perpetuate his Lotd- 
thips Memory beyond his Urne. 

And to fix upon Record, how mnch I own my {elf Debtor to the Pi- 
vine 


Lhe Epiltle Dedicatozy; 
vine Benignity, that caſt my Lot into ſo Honourable 4 Family ; and 
that at any time maae my poor Service acceptable, and uſeful to your 
Ladyſhip. This alone was worth the while, to be Borne, and Live, 
in an unkind World, and to be Devoted to a Calling ſo much deſpiſed 
by Tgnorant and prophane Atheiſts, that 7 have not run in vain, nor 
laboured in vain, and that your Goodneſs condeſcends to own me by 


thoſe Appellations 7 will not repeat 3 11 being Satisfaction enongh to my 
thirſtieſt- Ambition, 70 be known tothe World by the Style and Chara- 


er of 
Right Honourable, and Truly Noble, 
Madam, 
Your ſingular Good Ladyſhips moſt Obedi- 
ent, moſt Faithful, and moſt humbly De- 
Oftob. 21. voted Orator, and Serwvazt 
1673. 


ANT HONY WALKER. 
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CHARLES 
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differing Poſture in which Beholders view them, 
cauſe the ſame Pictures to repreſent Perſons or 
Things not only Gradually unlike , but Ex- 
treamly oppoſite and contrary unto each other: And the 
Deſign and Skill of the Artiſt, by curious Strokes and 
Shades, and well-contrived Fo and Foldings, 

| ; : | will 


S the various Light in which they are ſet, or the 


Leez Lachzymans, 


will effe& the ſame much more, and give you Yexus, or 
Thirſites, Alexanders Regalia, or Didogeness Rags, an 
Anzel or a Bea# inthe ſame Table. | 

So is it with men conſidered in their difering Cir- 
cumſitances 3 you may meet a Dzves, or a Lazarns 1n the 
ſame mans Cloaths; and envyed Greatneſs, and a Mi- 
ſery to be pittyed, a ſplendid Glory, and a deplorable 
Condition in the ſame Objet. And this not only in ſuc- 
ceeeding Periods of their Lives, as it was with Holy Fob 
But, 1» ſenſu Compoſito, in one and the ſame jun- 
ure of time, under their differing Characters and A(- 
Pects. 

And though this be no infrequent Caſe, but may oc- 
cur to every dayes Obſervation, and t9 every bodies No- 
tice in many Inſtances; yet more Eminently, and Sig- 
nally in none, than in the Great, the Noble, the Tlluſtriouſly 
Right Honourable Perſonage z betwixt whoſe Hearſe, and 
a Portion of Sacred Writ, that Diſcourſe is to be divi- 
ded; for which your Candour is implored,and by which 
your Patience is to be exercis'd; and upon which two 
Baſes that Arch I am Erecting to his Name and Memory, 
is to be Founded, and Built up. | 

And becauſe the Comelineſs and Symmetry, as well as 
the Strength and Firmneſs of a Building, depends much 
upon the Equality and Plainneſs of the Foundation- 
oround , that one fide ſink not intoa Vale, and the other 
be rais'd upon an Hill or Mount, but both, as neer as may 
be, pitch't upon a True and Juſt Level. It hath not been 
the leaſt part of my little Work, to fit my Text to the 0c- 
caſion, my Subject. to the Perſon or rather, to determine 
under what Character and Notion to adapt the Text to 
nim, who was known to us under ſo many and ſo di- 
ſtant ones : For ſometimes 0xe preponderated, ſome- 


times a Second, Third, or Fourth, So various an _ 
j 
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did Divine Providence and his Quality give us in 
him. 
For whilſt T did firſt Contemplate the ſprightly Ai- 
vity, the healthful Vigour, the agile Uncontinedneſs, the 
ſtrenuous Temperature, the hay/ Conſtitution, the grace- 
ful Faſhion, the amiable Sweetneſs, and comely Beauty 
of his Youth ; ſo Eclipsd, Enfeebled, Decayed, Wi- 


thered, and ſhrunk into Decrepidneſs , and a Living - 


Death, made a vive Skeleton before he Dyed, © 

That Eccho'd to my Thoughts, which the Prophet 7ſay 
had in Charge to Cry ſo loud: AU Fleſh is Graſs, and all 
the Goodline(s thereof as the Flower of the Field, Or that of 


Iſa.40, 
6. 


Holy David, Verily, every man living in his beit Eitate, is Pſal. 


alt cgether Vanity. 

Again, when I refleted upon his long Infirmities, his 
almoſt unparalle'd Aﬀictions, his exquiſite excruciating 
Pains, his waſting Languiſhments, and prevailing Mala- 
dies, that abraided the ableſt Artiſts, reſiſted the moſt 
Soveraign Remedies , and atlength, have added Death 
toa long Confinement and Captivity, My mind inclin'd 
to Diſcourſe ſome Subje& like to that of So/omon, Riches 
profit not in the dayof Wrath: Or Feremiah, Let not the 
Mighty Man glory in his Might, Let not the Rich Man glory 
in his Riches : Or of Job z Miſerable Comforters are 
Je all, Which is moſt true of all meer Creature-Com- 

orts. 
Again, whenT conſidered the Pains and Sorrows _ 
l 


Life, out-weighing the Pleaſures of Living ;z yea, 0 


ving ſplendidly, and rendring that weariſome and bur- 
denous, which is the Chief and Firſt-born of all our Na- 
tural Delires3 that is, Life it ſelf; That occur'd of the 
Great Eliah: Lord, take away my Life : Or of Holy Fob, 
They reJoyce exceedingly, and are glad when they can find the 
Grave, 


B 2 To 


39-5 


Prov. 
I 1.4. 
er.g, 


4 
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Leez Lachymans, 
To ſhew how empty and diſlatisfying all Sublunary 
Enjoyments are, that not only Great Men, but Great 
Saints may be oppreſt, and over-match't with their Sor- 
rows, and thrink, and grow weary, and wiſh to be rid of 
them; though the purchaſe of their Eaſe coſt them the 
+ loſs of Senſe, by which they felt their pain. Or that 


St.Zuk, of our Bleſſed Lord, Suppoſe ye, that theſe Galileans were 
13-2. Sinners above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 


things, 1 tell ye nay. And to fatisfie his Memory and 
Name, againſt ſo Unwarrantable and Rude an Impreſſi- 
on, as if he were a greater Sinner, becauſe a greater Suf- 
ferer, And to allarm our Repentance moſt ſeriouſly, leſt 
ſome worſe thing happen to our ſelves, and we periſh here 
and hereafter. 

Laſtly, While my Thoughts review'd his elevated Sta- 
tion, his Righc Honourable Pedegree, his Reſplendent En- 
ſigns, his Plentiful Fortune, his Heroick Mind, his Noble 
and Prince-like Way of Living, all Savouring of Gran- 
dure, Honour and Magnificence, and Repreſenting, and 
Shadowing out the State and Greatneſs of a Secondary 
Majeſty z my Mind at laſt, determinately fixt upon a Sub- 
je& ſuiting thoſe Altitudes, thoſe Meaſures, as moſt 
Congruous : For He was not always So or So, as in the for- 
mer Characters, but He was always ( in ſuch Sence as 
Scripture uſeth the Words) A Prince, and 4 Great Man ; 
Therefore I beſeech your favourable Attention g 
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. 


Right Honourable , Right Worſhiptful, 
much Reverend, and well-beloved Au- 


ditors, to the Royal words of King 
David,which he delivered at the Prince- 
ly Funeral of the Noble Abner. 


2 Sam. 2. 38. 


And the King ſaid unto his Servants, Know ye 


not, that a Prince, and a Great Man is fallen this 
Day in l(rael ? 


Firſt and Second of Xzxgs,as they do the two which 
follow the "Third and Fourth, are an eminenc 
Branch of that Part of Scripture, which from the 
Subjedt-matter of them, are ſtil'd. Hiſtorical, They are 
God's Records or Regiſter, Heavens Court-Rouls, Me- 
moires of the Lord's peculiar People, in their Political 
and Eccleſiaſtical Capacities; and contain lively and vi- 
ſible Exemplications of the Truth of his. Promiſes and 
Threatnings. | | 
This in particular, is by a Learned Expoſitor, aptly In- | 
titled , The throne of David. And gives us the Idea, and Do. 
Charater , The '1«%, Bao, The Image and Portraiture G#114. 
of a Juſt, a Wile, a Valiant, and Glorious King in the Per- 
ſon of the Great; and which is greater, the Holy David, 
| | A 3. and 


T &e! two Books of Samuel, which others call the 


3 Kin '0, 


10.19. 
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-and in him a Famous Type of the King of Kings, the Lord 


Chriſt Jeſus, and his Kingdom the Church. 

This Chapter, to fingle ir out from it's Fellow-Mem- 
bers, acquaints us with ſeveral Particulars neerly relating 
to David's Kingdom. 

Firſt, The Succeſs and Growth of it: wvezſ. 1ſt, David 
waxed ſlronger and fronger, and the Houſe of Saul waxed 
weaker and weakex. What God plants ſhall certainly take 
Root and grow, and what He blaſts ſhall as certainly decay 
and wither. 

Secondly, The Cauſe or Means thereof, 

I1/t. The Birth of his Children in Hebron 5 when, and 
where God had provided Safe and Royal Cradles for them : 
Princes are the Supports of their Father's Thrones , like 
the Lyons about the Tvory Seat of Solomon, 12 The Hebrew 
Word for a Son, comes from "122 ,Z4;ficavit, becauſe 
Children build up the Houſe of their Fathers, 

2dly. T he Falling out and Conteſt, betwixt 1/hbo- 


ſheth and Abner, Miſ-underſtanding betwixt a Kin 


and his Great Men, weaken both his Intereſt and Repu- 
cation. 

34ly. The Defe&ion of Abzer form Sa»/s Houſe to 
David, in a divided State ;- one Chief Man's Receſs from 
one ſide, and acceſſion to the other, may turn the Scale 
and Ballance z and Write the Motto King Henry the 
Eighth uſed in the Aﬀairs of Europe : Cui ad hereo 


preeſt. 


Thirdly, The treacherous Slaughter of Aber by Foab, 
diſguizing his own Ambition, by Dying it in his Brother 
Aſahel's blood : Proud men will never want pretences to 
ſubdue their Rivals. 

Fourthly, David's prudent Policy, and pious Zeal, to 
purge himſelf from all Suſpicion of this Murder, and his 
Deep and Exemplary Lamentation at his Funeral, » 

iS 
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'Tis the laſt of theſe to which the preſent Occaſion doth 
confine me, The ſhedding of David's Tears for the ſhedding 
Abners blood, the ripping up his heart by the blow thart rip- 
ped up his fide. 

The Text ſeems clearly to contain the reaſon and account 
which David gives to jaſtify the great and extraordinary ſor- 
row which himſelf ſhew'd, and to which he provoked all the 
people: for verſ. 31. David ſaid to Joab, and to all the peo- 
ple which were with him, Rent your cloaths and gird you with 
Sackcloth and mourn before Abnerz And King David him:- 
ſelf followed the Bier, And they buried Abner in Hebron, and 
the King lift up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and 
all the people wept, and the King lamented over Abner, and 
ſaid, &c. verſ.z5 4nd David Sware, ſaying, God do ſo to me, 
and more alſo, if 1 taſte bread, or ought elſe, till the Sun be 
down, He faſted from meat, and made meat of his Tears, 
expreſt a moſt deep, ſerious and aftectionate Mourning, and 
gave the moſt convincing arguments and manifeſtations of 
If, 

And then He gives the grounds and reaſons of it,which may 
not only excuſe, but juſtify the height and greatneſs of it, 

And the King ſaid unto his Servants, Know ye not; that a 
Prince and a great man is fallen this day in Tfrael & 

In which words Sevea things preſent themſelves. 

I. The perſon ſpeaking, David; The Kine ſaid, 

2. The perſons ſpoken to, bis Servants; his Lords 
and Counſellors. 

3. The perſon ſpoken of, Abner 3 A Prince, a great 
741. 

4+ The thing ſpoken of him, 7s falyn, is dead. 

5. The Circumſtance of time 3 The day. 

6. The place in 7ſrae, amongſt Gods people, 

7+ The manner of ſpeaking, by Interrogation. 

Know ye not* 


And 


Comm:- 
”es |. 6. 
bo Sl 
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AnJrhoſe to paſs by explicatin, whichis no omiſſion when 
tis needleſs, afford theſe following Leflons, 
r. 'Tis neither misbecoming the Myjzſty of greateſt Kings, 
nor the Piety of greateſt Saints, for David was both, to remark 
and mourn for the falls of Great men, eſpecially in 7/;ael, 


the Church of God, and to provoke others to do ſo. 


- *Tis Recorded of Lewzs the 11th. of France, but not as 
4 mark of Honour, or praiſe of his Vertue or Wiſdom, bur 
as a brand of Ignominy for his timorouſneſs and ſenſuality, 
that He commanded thar none ſhould ſound in his Ears this 
dreadful Word, Death, knowing that he ſhould not patient- 
ly be able to hear that cruel Sentence. 

But *cis ſtoried as the laudable Cuſtome of the Grecian 
Emperours, that they had the choyce of cheir Tomb-ſtone 
offered them upon the Day of their Inauguration, & receiving 
the Imperial Enſignes when their Heads were encircled with 
the Royal Diadem, 

And of Ageſfilaus, that he had a Deaths-Head ferved in 
upon his Table, on the dayes of his moſt Princely Entertain- 
ments, as a bar againſt Exceſs and Luxury, and a monitor 


of Temperance. 


And Philip Father of Alexander the Great, had a ſtated 
Officer to Uſher in each mornings Light, with this Memorial 
of the Darkneſs of Mortality, + abewro: &, Philip, Re- 
member thou art but a Man. And his Inauguration, who 
who loads and prides himſelf with a Pyramide, a Triplicity of 
Crowns, is attended with the Ceremony of the Zlaze, a 
lock or ſtrik of Flax, which gives but one flaſh, and dyes ; 
and this mortifying Item, Sante pater, ſic tranſit gloria 


mund:. 


2. Tis moſt uſeful and neceſſary for men of all Ranks, 
tro remark the Falls of thoſe of their own Degree and Order, 
One of Davids grear Officers is fallen, and he ſaid to his Ser- 
vants who were the fellow-Servants of that man, Xow ye 


not © 
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. wot ? thathe might awaken them by .poynting at one pickt out 
of their own Rank and File, 

3. There are Princes and Great men, diſtinions of De- 
orees and Qualitiesare allowable, and laudable, even in Iſrael 
amongſt Gods People, 


4. Princes and Great men, may Fall, muft Fall, as well as 
others. 


* 5, Death is a Fall, eſpecially to Great'Men, thoſe who 
ſtand loweſt on the ſurface of the Earth, fall under thar 
into their Graves: But Great men fall many Storles, from the 
Pinacle of Life, Honour, Riches, Power, Death ctumbles 
them down from all, till they become leye! with the Duſt and 
Worms. 

6. The Circumſtance of time ſets 1 tharp Edge upon all 
accidents 3 Thi day, when Abneys ſervice might have been 
very ſeaſonable, very uſeful to ſetle David; Kingdom, to re- 
ſtore Peace, and PUT an end to the Civil diſcords and wats 
in Iſrael, "Tis an aggravated Lamentation when men Fall, 
who for Age and Abilities might have toog long, and done 
much Good, Or thus, *tis Wiſdom to preſs duty ſeaſonably, 
while the Wound is green, whilſt 4bney; blood was warm, 


the ſteams of it are moſt like to condenſe into x Cloud of 
Honorary Tears, 


7. The Falls of Great men in Iſrael ſhould greatly affect 


all 1Jraelites : Words of Knowledg connote Aﬀection, Ther's 
a tribute of Sorrow due to any d 
Kinſman, God having made us all of one Blood, But our 
Country-men are nearer,as St, Paul calls His his Kinſmen: bue 


nearer till, thoſe who have one God for their Father, one 
Church for their Mother, are begotten of the ſame Immor- 


' t! Seed of the Word, and ſuck the Breaſts of the ſame Sa. 


craments, and are nouriſhed by the ſame Bread of Life, in the 
'-Houlhold of Faith, and of God. 


cs We 


ying man, becauſe he is our — 
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8. We ſhould ſpeak of matters of importance: with moſt: 
moving Language, Interrogations have a poynt and ſting in 
them, they'l go to the quick, they] wound, andprick, and - 
pierce, and make us feel and ſtart, if any thing can do ir, 

Shall we do Evil, that =_ may come on't ? What ſhall it - 
profit a man to gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul ? 

How ſhall we ls if we negle&t fo great Salvation ? 

Secing all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of 
men ought yetobe? And hundreds more there are of like 
weighty impott, 

So here, Kxow you n0t-? ſurely you cannot be ſo ſtupid, o . 
dull, ſo ſenſeleſs, as not to obſerve, not to be deeply moved 
and affected, at ſuch a time, in ſuch a caſe as this, 

I chink Ihave but done Yow, the Text, my Self, and the 
Occaſion Right, to take in this whole Train at our ſetting out , 
More Friends attend an Hearſe to the Towns-end, than will 
drive through with it che whole Journey, | 

But I ſhell now do, as-St. Pauls Guard which brought him 
to Antipatris, with Horſe and Foot the fuſt Stage; but then 
diſmiſt the Foot-Souldiers,and left the Horſe-men to conveigh! 
him to Ceſaria : I ſhall diſcharge part but of Jeſs fitneſs for our 
Journey, and ſingle out the Horſemen, the more principal 
Obſervations, to attend our Noble Lord, but now Death's 
Priſoxer in the Chains. of Mortality , to his Honourable 
Confinement and Bed of Relt. 

1. There are Princes and Great Men: Titles of Ho- 
nour ; Diſlin&tions of Quality, Dignity and Order, are Al- 
lowable and Commendable. | 

They ate agreeable to the Lawand light of Nature, and 
not contrariant to, or diſallowed, by the Law of Grace, 

God is the God of Order, and the Author of ir, and there 
wou'ld be as little Order without ſuch Diſt.nions, as Har- 
mony in a ſer of Muſick made up of Uniſons, f 


The - 
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The Scriptures not only ſuppoſe the differences of High 
and Low, Honourable and Baſe, Noble and Mean Men, And 
brands thoſe who ſpeak Evil of Dignities, as bruit beaſts un- 
fit for Civil Society which is upheld by theſe; and com- 
mands us to pay Honour as a due Debt to ſome. But plainly 
ſhews, that theſe diſtin&ions 

Are SEna? by Inſtitution, 
Chriſts by Reſtitution, 

x. God's by Inſtitution : Fudzes and Officers ſhalt thou Neu. 
make thee in all thy Gates, And Moſes choſe able men out of 16.18. 
all Iſrael, and made them Heads over the People; Rulers of 
Thouſanils, Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, and Rulers 
of Tens. Every Tribe had it's Prince under Moſes, who was 
King in Feſuran, And in the New Teſtament expreſly : 

Let every Soul be ſubjefF to the Higher Powers; for there Rom. 
is no Power but of God,the Powers that 4 are ordained of God, 13-1. 

2, Chriſt's by Reſtitution ; when Man by his Rebelli- 

-0n againſt God, had forfeited the Bleſling of order, and 
Anarchy might deſervedly have over - whelmed the 
World ; then Chriſt interpoſed , and retriv'd the Sen- 
tences By Me Kings rtign, and Princes Decree Fuſtice ; Prov. 
By Me Princes Rule, and Nobles, even all the Fudges of the 8.15. 
People, | 

Ang Divine Providence hath made ir uſeful, yea, ne- 

ceſlary to the World: Some needing the Conduct, Coun- 
ſel, Guidance, Defence, and Government of othetrs, as 
much as they need their Subje&tion, Obedience, Service 
in Inferior Offices, And there is no Region of the world 
which gives not moſtclear Images, yea, Divine Impreſh- 
ons of it. 

There's an Hierarchy amongſt the Angels, both thoſe 
who are ſo by Nature, and thoſe whoare ſuch by office and Rev.r. 
Denomination. 

There are Principalit}:s in Heavenly places, Arch-An- 

C 3 gels, 


. \ 
 ___* Lees Lachzynans. 
gels, Cherubims and Thrones, as well as Angels; Michael is 
expreſly call'd a Prince, , 

There are Princely Faculties in our mortal Souls, and 
Princely Members 1n the curious. Structure of our Mortal 
Bodies. | 

Beſides the Sun and Moon, the King and Queen of 
Heaven z there..is a kind of Peerage, Stars of firſt 
Magnitude, 'twixt them and the Common People of the 
Skyes, 

w/v the ſame is remarkable amongſt the Beaſts 'of the 
Field, the Fowls of the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea, and the. 
Plants of the Zarth. 

So Excentrick and Extravagant are the Levelling Prin- 
ciplesz which like Procruſtes Bed, would wrack or cramp all 
conditions of Men into one ſize and Stature. And ſo much 
are they ſunk, not only below Chriſtians and Men, but 
Brutes and Inanimate Creatures, 

2. Great Men may, Princes muſt, fall: as well as others; 
God's peremptory Decree will have it ſo: 'Tis' appointed 
to all Men once to ayez He that elevates themabove 0- 
thers, ſtill keeps them below himſelf, Ir is a Prerogative 
peculiar to him alone, who is God by Nature and Eſſeace, 
to have Immortality , of thoſe who are ſo by office, and De» 
nomination, he hath determined; I have. (aid, ye aye 


' Pſal.$2 Gods, but ye ſhall dye like Men,. and fall like one of the Princes, 


*The whole 49th. Pſalm is written upon, this Theam 
werſ. 7. They that truſt in their Wealth, and boaſt themſelves 
in the Multitude of their Riches, none of them can by any means 
Redeem bis Brother, (or himſelf ) that he ſhould ftill live for 
ever, and not ſee Corrnption. 

" . No man. hath Power over the Spirit, to retuin the Spirit , 

there isno diſcharge in this Warfare, He that's taken by this 
great Preſs- Maſter, mult ſerve in Perſon , and though he have 
an-huncred Servants can ſend none: of them to ſupply his 
| place 
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place; neither his Holineſs nor his Holineſs can ſubſticute 
his Vicar i» Mortalibus, what-ever they can do in other Ca- 
{eSs 

The greateſt men have the Natural cauſe of Death in their 
Bodies, and the Moxal cauſe in their Souls, 

1. The Natural Cauſe in their Bodies, in the frailty of 
their Conſtitutions, All are of the Earth, and muſt all return 
co their firſt Principles, | 

Great Men are bigger Clods, mean' men ſmaller Atomes 
of Adams Red Clay, and every earthen Tabernacle muſt 
moulder down, and Duſt return to Dul, 

The greateſt Men are born of weak Women, and the 
water aſcends no higher than the ſituation of the Spring-head. 


Man that is boru of a Woman , is thereby proved to be of 79 14- 


ſhort Continuance. 

Their Bodies are compoſed of the ſame temperature, of 
Heat and Cold, Moyſt and Dry , and when one prevails againſt 
the reſt, the whole diflolves, Their Skixs are as ſoft and pene- 
trable by outward violence, their Vitals as ſuſceptive of in: 
ward diſturbance, infection and diſeaſes, as the moſt plebeian 
Ruftick, their Yenice-glaſs, and Purſiane, and China- Metal, 
cracks -with as flighta blow as pots of coutſer Clay. 

Omnis ſanguis concolor : Blood Royal looks like that which 
flows from their meaneſt Vaſſals. 


Three things convinced great Alexander that he was Mor- : 


cal in ſpight of all his Idolizing Flatterers 3 Sleep, Luſt, and 
Bleeding, and the greateſt wear thoſe Symptomes, as much ar 
leaſt as their Inferiours, 

2. They have the 170ral Cauſe of Death in their Souls 25 
much as others, That Leproſy of Sin, which is the cauſe of 
their pulling down, Frets as deep into their Marble-Walls 
and inlayd Floors, and carved Ceaar, as it doth into the Clays 
Floor, Mud-Wall, and Thatch of the moſt deſpicable Cottager, 
What makes them greater Men,. makes them not leſs fin- 
nerss; 


I, 
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. nerssz and the work and wages are inſeparable, and the wa- 
oes of fin is Death. The Nobleſt Blood was tainted by the 
treaſon of our firſt common Father, and the Attainture was 
ne're taken off, 

Ina word , no kind'of Greatneſs can deliver from any kind 
of Death, Not Hereditary greatneſs by Deſcent and Birth, 
The Sons of the Gods, are as mortal as their Fathers. 

Not by Congneſt, or great Atchievements, Death Conquer'd 
him, who wept when he had vanquiſht 74zs, becauſe there was 
not axother World to conquer. 

Not Greatneſs by Riches and Poſſeſſions : Creſus lefe all, 
Death takes no Bribes, 

Not by Fortune and the fayour of Princes; Sejanus and 
Gaveſion, and thouſands more confirm it, 

Not by Parts and Wiſdem, for you ſee that wiſe men alſo 
Die. And He that was the wiſeſt both asks, and anſwers, 
How ayeth the Wiſe Man? as the Fool, 

Not by ſtrengthz Sampſon and Milo, HefFor and Ajax, 
Goliah and Maximinns, with all the Zanzummims, and 4- 
zak's Sons, and the like Moloſſuſles of men, were all too 
weak, and foil'd in this Combate, 

Not from any kind of Death, S»ddey or lingering , na- 
tural or violent, dry or bloudy, eaſy or excruciating, in the 
Bed of Honour or on a hateful Scaffold, uno modo naſcimur, 
mille morimur ; and no man can foreknow his own Lot. He 
that may appoint his own Executor, muſt leave it t9 God to 
appoynt what Inſtrument ſhall be his Executioner, Expe- 
rience preſent, and of former Ages, ſums up the evidence 
beyond Controul. And he dyed challenging an Intereſt in 
all mens Hiſtory. 

Ex abundanti. No Greatneſs can exempt from a dying 
Life, from a painful, languiſhing, decrepid, tedious, tormen- 
ting Life, or being vivaces in pegnam, Living to feel 
themſelves dye, or being Dead while they Zive, as we ſaw to 
out 
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» our Sorrow in our Dear Lord for many Years together, whom 

many pittyed,but none could eaſe or help, who in a ſence, was 

dead while he Jiv'd: dead to the vigour and pleaſures of Life, 

yea, almoſt buried, and by his Lapidoſs Chiragra, carried his 

own Tomb about him : betwixt his Skin and Bones Calculous 
Matter enough, with a ſmall Hyperbole, to have made his 
Grave-StHOBes 

Laſtly, /eaſ? of all can any preſent Greatneſs deliver any 
man from the ſecond Death, and from Gods final, righteous, 
and irrecoverable Sentence, 

This truth ſhines with ſo clear conviRtive Light, that ic 
needs not ſo much a Rational Proof, asa Religious Improve-' 
ment; which, though we be in haſt, I beſeech your Patience, 
rogive me leave to endeavour at, though but ix tranſity, 

I. Firſt thenz Right Honourable, and all the Reſ?, whoſe 
ſwelling Titles ſpeak You Great , Believe this truth that You, 

Even Tou,muſt Fall, muſt Dye. 

'Tisno eaſy matter to per{wade ſuch men effe&Gually, that 
they muſt Dye becauſe there Wills and Aﬀections are en- 
g3g'd againſt it : they would fain continue the injoyment of 
their preſent Paradiſe 3 They fay to themlelves 'Tis good to be 
here, becauſe their Tabernacles are ready builr, and their 
Neſts warm and well-furniſhed, O Death ! how bitter is the 
remembrance of thee, to a man that is at eaſe in his Poſſeſſi- 
ons 2 'Tis not the Language of a ſingle individual Perſon, - 
but of the whole kind and ſpecies, which the Parable gives g, , þ 
us in the Rich man when his Goods were increaſed : Soul , ,” ,- 
take thy eaſe, Eat Drink and be Merry. 

Their AﬀeRions bribe and deprave their Judgments ; and Quod 


what they with were falſe, they are hardly perlwaded to be _ 
nolunt, 


true. olun 

| difticul- 

Honour, Riches, Greatneſs are all great Flatterers, and r99 w_ 
ealtly impoſe on them, who account it their iprref to be de- qyre 


ceived by them, Therefore I beſeech and adjure You, 
. Open 
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Open Your Eyes, rouze up Your ſelves, thew your ſelveg , 
Men, excuſs Your ſleep, and your pleaſant, but bewitching 
Dreams,and yield to what Sexſe, Reaſon, Experience, Faith, 
do Speak, do Cry, ſo plain, ſo loud. 
\ 2, Believe it not only Notionally, but Pradtically, do 
not ſay, you believe it, but prove you do ſo; ſhew us your 
Faith by your Works, Live as becomes Men, who do con- 
7 feſs that they are Mortal, Prepare for Death z and be- 
cauſe You Great Men muſt dye, be ye ready alſo. Work out 
your Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; Trim your Lamps 
like the wiſe Virgins, Make ſure your Peace with God; Sue 
out your Pardon in the Bloud of Chriſt, by a Saving Ap- 
plication of the Merits of his Death, - Repent ſincerely of 
your Sins, and renew your Repentance daily and heartily, 
Dye, and be Crucified to the Vanities of this World, Get 
God's Image renewed in you, and labour to be truly Par- 
takers of the Divine Nature, Set your Houſes, but eſpe- 
cially your Hearts, in Order. Furniſh your ſelves with a!l 
theſe Graces St. Peter recommends to youz Faith, Vertue, 
' 2Pet.1, Knowleds, Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly kind- 
- $> 11. pefs, Charity, knowing, that if theſe things bein you, and a- 
bound, an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly, in- 
to the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and $aviour Feſus 
Chriſt, 

- Truſt not in uncertain Riches, 1n uncertain Hononys, 
1n uncertain Greatreſs, but in the Living God; though 
theſe are increaſed, Set not your Hearts upon them: They 
will not be long yours, if they leave not you, you muſt 

| leave them, and then, Whoſe ſhall thoſe things be  They'l 
have ancther Lord, and Owner, they have often changed 
Maſters, and will do {o again, 

4. Be not High-minded, nor puft up above other men, 

. by thoſe things which cannot ſer you above the Conditi- 
ez of other men, Remember that Thorne which will prick 
| _— 
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the Bladder , and then a Windy Greatneſs ſinks pre” 
ſently into the Common Level, they that have them 
not, muſt dye, and ſo muſt you, as well, as certainly, as 
hey. 

/ Remember often your Account for theſe things, that 
increaſes with your Receivings: To whom much 1s grven, of 
'hem both God and Men require the more, 

6, Laſtly, Fill up your Sphear with Zijght proportiona- 
ble, and with a benigne Influence anſwering that Light. 
Do nothing that may eclipſe your Brightneſs, or dim the 
Glory of a Laudable Example to Inferiours. Be Rich in 
good Works, and nake your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs, that when theſe ſhall fail, as fail they will, 
and muſt, they may receive you into Everlaſting Habitati- 


05, | 
2. To us Inferiours, 


1. Trust not in Princes, wor in any Son of man, for when 
their Breath goeth forth, they dye, and all their T houghts pes Pſal. 
riſh, 146. 3, 
2. Fear not Great men,with ſuch a Fear as may be a Snare ® 
roentangle you in Sin. Who art thou, that thou ſhouldeſt be Iſa.21. 
afraid of a Man that ſhall die, and of the Son of Man, that ſhall 12: 
be as Graſs 
3. Let this check both your repining Envy for want of 
and your inordinate Deſires after this gaudy, but empty 
Greatneſs, which cannot deliver you from Death, 
Thirdly, hn = of _ Men ſhould be ſignally Re- 
mark't,and cee ewaild ; eſpecially in 7{-ael.the 
ſuch in the Church of God. : Vi ones 
I ſhall couch but Two Reaſons, why we ſhould take ſuch 
ſpecial Notice of them, 
x. Becauſe they are fignal Works of God , if a Sparrow 
fall not to the ground without . our Heavenly Father 
much leſs a Man, leaſt of all, A Great Man, and'tis oreat 


D Brutiſh- 


Gen, 
FO.10. 


Num. 
20. 19. 
Deut. 
34.8, 
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Bruitiſhneſs, not to regard the works of God ; not to con- 
ſider, what he doth, and why ? 4 

2. Becauſe without Caltnoing ſuch Strokes, we can- 
not make ſuch Improvement of them as we ought ; nor 
learn the Leſſons God expects we ſhould ; what is not 
Heeded. is tO us as if not done, 

1. Weſhould behold the Soveraignty of God over the 
greateſt of Men, that there are Higher than they 3 that 
none can reliſt his Power, or withſtand his Summons, when 
he is pleaſed to ſend this Uſher of the Black: Rod, Death, 
for them; a White-Stafie is too weak to make Reſiſt- 
ance.. 

2. We ſhould learn to conſider our own Frailty z and ſee 
our Condition refle&ed in the Glaſs of their Mortality: 
The living Wil,if they mind it, Lay it to their Hearts , How 
ſhould Sycameres and Willows ſtand before that Axe, that 
layes the Cedars of Lebanon, and Oaks of Baſhan ſo flat be- 
fore it. 

3. We ſhould deeply bewail the loſs of ſuch men ; men 
of publick Place and Station; of an extenſive Influence, 
who had Power and Opportunity, and large Hear#s, with 
full Hands, to do much good to others, 'T here is nothing 
occurs more frequently, both -in Sacred and Prophane 
Story, than Examples of ſuch deep Lamentation for ſuch 
Men. 

As for Facob;, And they came to the Threſhing- Floor of 
Atad, and there they Monurned with a very Great and gore 
Lamentation; and he made a Mourning for his Father ſeven 
Dayes. [ 

So for Aaron, Moſes, Samuel, 1 Sam.25. 1+ 

For $4ul, and Fonathan his Son, 2 Sam. 1, 

For Feroboams Son, 1 Kings 14. 13, 18. 

For Fehoiadah, For Foſiah, 2 Chron. 35.24. All Judah 
and Jeruſalem mourned for Joltah.. 

And 
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And-tis fit we ſhould do thus with Reſpe& to them, our 
ſelves, and others. 

1. With Reſpect to them: 'Tis a Debt of Honour, Love, 

and Gratitude due to them. *Tis ſaid of Hezichiah,2 Chron, 
32-33- That he ſlept with his Fathers, and they Buried him 
in the chiefeſt of the Sepulchers of the Sons of David, and all 
Judah azd Jeruſalem did him Honour at his Death, that is, 
oreatly lamented him, and thereby ſhewed how excellent 
a Perſon they eſteemed him. 

Funeral Solemnities were called Fuita, becauſe they 
were due Tributes to the Merit of the Deceaſed. 

Tears are the Language of Zovez when our Saviour 
wept at the Grave of Lazarus, the Fews who ſtood by, 
could ſay ; Behold how he loved him. 

We hereby give in our real Teſtimony, of their Uſe- 
fulneſs, while they lived 3 for we are glad to be rid 
of what is Uſeleſs, butare afflicted to part with what is 
Serviceable, 'Tis an Argument they Liv'd undeſired, who 
Dye unlamented. 

Like Jehoiakim, who becauſe he diſ-obliged all men 
while he lived, God threatens, they ſhould, as it were, 
take this Revenge of him at his Death. 

They ſhall not Lament for him, Saying, Ah Brother, 
ah Siſter, ah Lord, or ah his Glory, He ſhall be buried with the 
Burial of an Aſs. 

But thoſe who have been uſeful in their Lives, are Rob'd 
and Defrauded of their Due; if not , Embalm'd with 
Tears, 

They Buried Jehoiadah among#t the Kings, becauſe he > Chr. 
had -W Good in Iſrael, both towards God, and towards his 24. 16. 
Houſe. 

If the Laws were ſo ſevere in all Nations, againſt thoſe 
who vio'ate the Sepulchers of the Dead , Whar Sactiledge 
IS it to with-hold from them, and Rob their Names and 
| D 2 Memories, 
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Memories, of what which is much mere valuable than a Shroud, 
a Winding Sheet, or Ring * g 

2. With regard to our ſelves; To teſtifiy our ſenſe of our 
own loſs. Uſeful great Menare Shelters and Defences, David 
calls them the $h:el/ds of the Earth. 

They are as Nebuchadnezar was deſcribed in the Dream 
like a goodly well-ſpreading Tree z Dan. 4.11, 12, the Tree 
grew aud was firong, the Leaves thereof were fair, the Fruit 
much ; andin it was Meat: for all the Beaſts of the Field had 
Shadow under it, and the Fowls of Heaven dwelt inthe Boughs 
thereof, and all Fleſh was fed of it. 

Now when ſuch a Tree falls, how many Neſts are ſpoyl'd ? 
How many are- expos'd to the heat of violence,which were 
ſafe under its' Shade 2 How many go away hungry who were 
ſed by its Fruits? and can they ſuſtain ſuch lofs and not feel 
it, or feel it and not bewail it ? 

3+ With reſpec to others; That they may be quickned and 
provoked to do worthily whilſt they live, that they may re- 
ceive like honour when they Die. He hath deveſted himſelf 
of Man, who hath pur off Senſe of ſhame and honour, love 
of praiſe, fear of reproach, are the ſharpeſt Spurs to Vertue, 
and doing worthily ; and the ſtrongeſt reſtraints and cutbs 
from what is Vile and Bale. 


- 


[| Have done with my Text, and finiſht my Improvement of 
: it: And muſt now invite you to peruſe a clearer,though in 
nother ſenſe, a darker, a blacker and a {adder Coment on it, 
which it hath pleaſed the Soveraign Providence to make. As 
we have heard, ſo have we ſeen; This Day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in our fight. Know ye not ? Yea, ye know, ye ſee, 
ye feel, ye cannot be- ignorant though ye would: though 
ye would flatter your ſelves,and deceive your ſorrows,and ne- 
ver fo faine would haye.it otherwiſe, Alas, Alas ! *tis too too 
erue, 
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true, 'tis too too evident and certain, 4 Prince and 4 great 
Mas is fallen, \s this day fallen in our 1ſracl. 

'Tis true, He hath been long a falling, th.s Prencely Cedar, 
this (preading Oak hath beea long falling, but now the laſt blow, 
che finiſh-ſtroke hath reacht him, 8 he is Fa/en, is irrecovera- 
bly,down, & ſhall not riſe again,untill the Heavens be no more. 

But what ſayd I 2 This Scripture is fulfill'd or fillF'd full; 
would that were all. Alas alas! Ir is too thallow, ſcant and 
narrow to hold half our caſe, or gtief, Though you fhake it, 
preſs it, heap it, there will be more with ont than 7. A Prince 4 


great Man; \uch a Prince, ſuch a great Man, that's agreat 


deal I confe(s. But a Princely Family, a great Illuſtrious, An- 
cient, Right Honourable Famzly, that's a great deal more, 
Her's a great Tree cut down, and not a ſtump of its Root 
left in the Earth, No ſtrong Rod to make a white Staff, No 
Slip or tender Sprig to bud or ſpring, and revive our dying 
hopes. No expectation of a Phenix from theſe Aſhes this, 
is the doleful circumflex which accents our p:eſent Sorrows, 
Stub'4 up, fallen Rootand Branch: Though you have had 
a thin and mournful Harveſt, yet have you Seed to ſpare in 
hopes of. another , of a better in a foilowing Year. But her's 
the Field clear'd, and not a Grain or Kernel for a following 
Crop. Families, as well as Perſons, have their Periods. 


The Crows js not, nor is the Coronet to all Generations, The | 


greatelt, the beſt, the moſt uſeful Families mult fayl, . 
How many Noble Houſes have ſeen their Periods, have 


felt their Fates with in few Yeats in England. Great Names, 


oreat Honout:s 3 the fame of whole Anceſtors hath fii'd our 
Stories, innobled our Nation at Home, and throughout 
Europe ; how is their Name and Lineage fallen, fay!'d, ex- 
tinguiſhc gone ? Richmond &K Leanox, Northumberland, South- 
ampton, Eſſex,Carlile,Cleaveland, Monmouth, Noywich,8c., 
And though the name of Warwick be not quite expired; yet 
alas,by breach upon breach,by [ix fad Funerals in lefs than ſix- 
teen 
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teen years, th's Line, this direc and primary Line, which 
hath ſo lung been the Ornament of Eſſex, the Sun of this 
Horiſon ; The $8 ani#uary of Religion, the Standard of Gran- 
denr, and the Methods of living Nobly;, The great Exem- 
plar of beſt Houſhold-Diſcipline, the Center of Hoſpitality, 
the Store- houſe of Charit y. 
The Delieht of the Gentry, the Patron of the Clergy, the 
Darling of the Comonalty, and the Refreſhment of the Poor 
man's ZBowels, Whole Noble Greatneſs, and Obliging Kind- 
neſs and Bounty, had almoſt engroſt the Epithete of che 
Good Earl, My Good Lord of Warwick. 
T his Line, I ſay, which for well near an Hundred and 
Fifty Years, by the Right Hozourable Stiles and Titles of 
BARON RICH of LEEZ, and EARL of Warwick, have 
been the Bl/e/ing and Glory of this Neighbour-hood : And 
being Honoured by God with much Riches and Plenty, have 
The to- Honoured him again, and done much Good by their Boun- 
| #4 ty; and have watered, and made fat and glad the Yallies 
Lend, round about them, by ſhedding down that Dew, and 
Forled, Rain, which the Divine Benignity poured on the Heads of 
"ammnt- theſe Elevated Mountains. And have built their owne 
ingto Monument in this place, which will be Coevous with the 
rear Sun and Moan, in the famous Free-$chool, and Alms- Houſe 
yool. or Hoſpital, which they Founded . and ſo liberally, yea, 
p*r-2- Magnificently Indowed, in this Town. 
414 ,. This Line, I ſay, is now Extin, and Gone, 'tis falne, 
wother "tis falne, and we may ſay the Crows is falne from our 
Alms- Heads. And we may write 1chabod, the Glory is Departed, 
Houſe our Brizhtneſs is Eclipſed. How are the Mighty, how are 
ar the Noble falne ! / 
gt What ſhall I ſay then, leſs than Daviddid here! Rend 
b " your Garments, gird you with Sack-cloath, and Mourn over 
re Warwick yea, Rend your Hearts, and Mourn over the 
County. Fate of this Noble Family : Lift up your Yoyces and weep z 
open 
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open the Flood-gates of your Fyes, pull ap the Sluces, give 
your Sorrows vent, drain the Fountain of your Tears, 

And when your Stroke is ſpent z fit down, and fghand 
ſob, and wiſh that your very Heads were Waters, and 
your Eyes Rivers of Tears, to pay a juſt Tribute on ſo ſad 
Occalton. 


O LEEZ! Reſume thy Name 3 Melt into Waters, Les 
Turn into a Bochim; be over-flow'd with a deeper Flood, #4#x, 


- than what might ſeem to preſage this, which cover'd all 
thy lower Floors not nine Months fince without Exam- 
ple. Let all thy Walls be Black as thy Tennis-Court, thy Beau- 
t:ous Wilderneſs become an Howling One, thy Princely Gardens 
put on Weeds to mourn ins Let all thy Lawrels turn into Cy- 
prus, and thy good!y Trees prevent the Autumne,and Strip them- 
ſelves of Bravery and Verdure., 

But we mult not fo dwell upon the Aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances of his Fa/l, the failing of his Zize as to for- 
get tO pay the juſt Tribute both of Praiſe and Sorrow, which 
was due to this Noble Lord in his. Perſonal Capacity 
preſcinding from what concerns the whole, of which he 
was ſo Conſiderable, ſo Principal, a Part. 

AndI might preſent him to you in the diſtin Chara- 
er of what concerns him 

As A Man, 
A Great Man. 

And though I paſs the firſt more briefly, that I may have 
time to ſtay a lictle on the latter, following the Guidance 
and Foot-ſteps of my Text, let no man make ſiniſter In- 
terpretations of it, orimpute it to Scarcity of Matter for 


Diſcourſe, Death conſecrates the Urns and Athes of all 


men, eſpecially of Great Mem; 'tis Sacriledge to uſe them 
rudely in our very T houghts, 

Although therefore after juſt Allowance made for his 
Infirmities, and thoſe things which I make it not my 
' Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs -to excuſe: Much might be ſpoken to his 
Praiſe, asto his Perſonal Accompliſhments, Native aud 
Acquired, Corporal and Mental, Intelleual, and Mo- 
ral, 
His inward Indowments were Gyeat, yea, Extra 
ordinary. 
His Apprehenſion quick, 
His Judgment Sourd. 
-His Wiſdom Solid. 
His Courage Sprightly and Undaunted, and ſuch a 
Soul did Bene habitare. 

For in his Health, he hadan AQtive and Comely Body, 
a moſt Graceful Miene and Faſhion, a Winning Aſpect, 
and whatever might command Love and Admiration in 
Beholders. 

And his Moral Excellencies not few : As Fuflice, Truth, 
Afability, Submiſſion to Reproof, and Counſel, Acknowlede- 
ment of, and Se/f- Condempnation for his Fanlts , YVenerati- 
on ſor, Value of, Love to, ſober and pious Perſons; yea, if 
we conſider his long, his tedious, and exquiſite Pains and 
Tryals, we muſt allow his Patience to have been conſi- 
derable, His Charity to the Poor, Weekly at his Gates, 
annually to the Neighbouring Towns; and upon Extra- 
ordinary Occaſtons,- as in the time of the Plague, to 
Braintry alone; He ſent every Week one Fat 0xe, and 
many Weeks Two, to Feed the Poor; and Four or Five 
Pounds in Money to pay a Chirurgion for attending of 
the Sick. 

More might be added; and 'tis Allowable by beſt Au- 
thority, God's own Example, to fingle out the Good, and 
* drawa Veile of Silence and Charity over the reſt, which in 
this Senſe, muſt cover a Multitude of Faults. 

There was but one good word in Sarahs ſpeech calling her 
husband Lord, and thar's taken notice of, and all the reft 
paſt by, 
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| Ye have heard of the patience of Fob, ſaith St. Zawer, 
yea, and we have heard of his impatience too, and curfing 
che day of his Birth -- yet not a word of that, In the Original 
ſtory of Lot we read his Drunkenneſs. and Inceſt, bur in the 
refletions which the Scriptures make upon him, you meet 
with nothing but his Faith, and that Righteous man, So, as he 
had done in the caſe of $4u/ before 3 Here holy Davidin 4b- 
ners Epitaph,and Panegerick, touches no jarring ſtring. Though 
a rough Herald would have found blots enough in Abyers 
Scutcheon, and a rude Pencil would have painted it with 
ſtaynant Colours, or a Scotch Coal, Yet nothing is mentio- 
ded but what is commendable, and worthy Praiſe. | 

A wiſe, a valiant, 4 Prince and a great Man, Which leads 
me to the ſecond CharaCter of Our Noble Lord, As a great 
Man. 

Our Righe Honourable and truly Noble Lord, Charles 
Earl of Warwick was a Prince and a Great Mas, | 

1. He was ſoby Deſcent, by Pedigree, by a long Series of 
Famous Azxceſtours, whoſe firſt Honours were attained not 
by baſe or ignoble Arts and Offices, nor by ſelling or expo- 
fing the real Honor of their Conſciences or perſons to acquire 
thatAiry one of Title, Name & Style. Bur by Wiſdom,Study, 
Learning, Virtue, the genuine and natural Rooz whence ſtems 
of Honour ſprout ſpontaneouſly, The founder of their Houſe 
being rayſed from a private Gentleman, by that Wiſe and 
great King Heyery the Eight, and that good and holy King 
Edward the f1xth,not in frecipitant haſte, but by leiſurely Gra- 
dations of Aſcent, as remunerations of a growing Merit, to 


the Dignity of Lord high Chancelour of Exglarnd, a Peer of 


the Realm, and Baron Rich of Leez. And the Grandfather 
of our deceaſed Lord, By the Grandfather of cur Gratious So- 
veraign now living, whom God in mercy bleſs, and continue 
long and long unto us, King Fames of famous Memory, to 
the Lih Digaity of Earl of Warwick, And in the fame clear 
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Channel hath ic flowed ia four Deſcents as Earls, and (even 
as Barrons of Zeez , with increaſing Honour and Glory, and 
iS now fet, as to this Line, without a cloud or blemiſh, 

And the Honour our Noble Lord Received by Provi- 
dence, He approv'd himſelf Worthy of by perſonal Meri, 
being every way ſo very accompliſht, as I roucht before. 

2. He was 4Great Man when his Robes were off, not 
made ſo by outward garb and Pagentry : He had a great mans 
mind, not a little ſneeking ſervile narrow Soul in a Great 
Mans Body, buta perſon ofa generous and Noble Heart a 
Fort efpright in the beſt ſence. 

3. He was 4 Great Mas in his way of living, He liv'd as be- 
came his Ranck and Quallity , that is in 2 Word, Honourably, 
Nobly, Hoſpitably, Splendidly, gegen 

If in any thing he were thrifty, it was that thrift might be 
the fuel of Magnificence, Not to hoard up fordidly, or 
which is worſe, to waſt diſhonourably, to glut his Luſts and 
ftrave his own Honour and dependants Bellies. How 
fall were His Stores, how furniſht were his Tables both 
with Meat & Gueſts? Where nothing was wanting which was 
neat or great, decent or magnificent, fine or full, curious 
or ſolid,except Debauchery or Riot be accounted ſuch, 

He had always five Tables covered twice everyday in the 
Week, fit te receive as Great men as himſelf with fateable 
attendance ceme they when they would. 

4, He was 4 Great Man in his attendance, Being ſerved by 
well born and well accompliſht civil Gentlemen : He had 
a ſingular Art and care in governing his Family well, and 
would not indure any diſcorders in 1t.. 

And becauſe compariſons are odious, I'will not ſay what 
Lhave heard full often ſaid by others, there was not fo or- 
derly, civil, piogs, well governed a great Family in Ezgland: 
yet inoffenſively I may, | will ſay this, would there were many 


like 1t.. 
And 
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And as he was ſerved like « Great Man, ſo he rewarded hi 
Servants as became 4 Great-Many were any fick or ill they 
were attended with ſuch a care and tenderneſs, Thar if th 
had been his Children ir could ſcarce be greater, no coſt be 
ing ſpared for Phyfitians, Nurces, Medicines, or what 
was requiſite for Comfort or Recovery, And when he le 
them, He did not forget them, but by Annuities, Penfions! 
Legacies, rewarded their faithfulneſs and diligence, ſome 
munificently, all liberally and decently, 
He was 4 Great Man, agood old Engliſh Gentleman, a- 
molt loyal Subje& to his Prince, and a great lover of his 
x of its Liberties and Intereſts, and a juſt aſlertour of 
them, 

And he deſpiſed not the old Engliſh way of living in the 
Country, amongit his Neighbours, Friends and Tenants, bur 
as the Clouds of Heaven which water the ſame ground with 
their Dew, and Fatneſs, which ſends up the V apours from 
whence they are condenſed ; So He refreſht the Country, his 
Neighbours, Freinds, and Tenants, by expending amongſt 
them and upon them, what was raiſed by their Induſtry. 

Laſtly, He was a Great and a good Patron to the Church 
and Clergy : Some ſay the greateſt Patron for multitude of 
Livings, of any private Man in Englandas to his own Heredi- 
tary Right. And he was an excellent one, andworthy to be 
2 Pattern to whoſoever is beſt in that reſpe&t. He was a true 
Son of the Church of Z»gland, and the kindeſt Father of its 
Prieſts and Miniſters z not D#rus paterclericorums, He was in- 
deed a nutrcing Father of the Church, as his good Father was 
before him, in his care to provide not dry Nurces, but ſuch as 
ſhould give M4/k, the fincere 444k of the Word, and the 
bread of Life to feed them, 

" He ſhewed three Eminent excellencies in diſpokng of his 
ivings, 

I, He eave them freely, He abhor'd and diſdain'd the 
| | E 2 baſe- 
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bafeneſs of fimonaical contracts or |. A good Pattern 
for all, and a loud condemnation for too many. - * 

2. He was very careful to find out honeſt ſober able Men 
fatto Teach. He hath more than once done me the Honour 

"to enquire and find out fit Men' for his vacant Liviags , not 

- that they went a begging, or he wanted ſuitours, but he wanted 
ſachas he could with ſatisfaQion give them to, 

3. He was very careful that they might be faithful, as wet 
aS able to feed their Flocks, and not only to milk and ſhear 
them. And therefore he olidged them to reſtdence upon their 
Cures, or elſe-to reſign them up to him, that he might provide 
them thoſe who would. | 


' A Nd now weep over this Right Honourable Earl, yon 

Right Honourable Earls and Barons, for you have loſt 
a Limb of your Honourable Body,a principal Member of your 
Noble Order. Weep over him you Worthy Geptry, for you 
have /sſt a moſt obliging Friend and Neighbour, Weep 0- 
ver him you Reverend Clergy, for you have loſt the king- 
eft and the beſt of Patroyus Weep over hi you Dutzful, 
and Diligent Servants, for you have loa Careful, a Good 
Lord and Maſter. Weep over him ye Commons,and whole 
Neighbourhood, for you have loſt a Condeſcending Goodneſs, 
which deſpiſed not your Meanneſs. Weep over himyon 
Tenants, for you have loſt a Landlord, who oppreſt you 
not, or ever-gave you Cauſe to weep before, Weep over 
him you Labourers and Tradeſmen, for you have have loſt 
a Maſter, who imployed you much, and paid you well, 
Weep over him you. Poor and Needy, for you have loſt a 
Charitable BenefaQor, whoſe Bounty was inſtead of Cub. 
bard, Kitchin, Barn, to many of you, | 
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Ur what? Muſt my D.ſcourſe be like the Prophers 
Roul, w:itten within and without, and fil'd to the laſt 
Periods of ir, with Lamentations, and Mourning, and Woe ? 
Is there no Balme in Gilead, »o Phyſitian there ? Lets 
wipe our Eyes, and look about us, for ſome benigne Proſ- 
peck , yea, let's go ſeven times, like the Prophets Servant, 
and look till we can fiad fome Index, ome Earneſt of a bet- 
ter Hope: Send out the Dove a firſt, a ſecond, and third time, 
till ſhe return with the Olive Branch, or tell us, by her not 
Returning, that the Floud zs ſwazed, Eventa, E%;yva. Claudite 
jamrivesz weep not, or change your Brackith Tears, into 
the ſweeter Ones of Joy and Gratitude, to our kind Lords 
forſeeing Providence, and loving Caie; doing as much 
aS it was poſlible for man to do, to prevent, and obviate, 
at leaſt to adjourn our Killing Sorrows. na eademque ma- 
mus vulnus opemque tulit , His Loſs is our Wound, but his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs is our Balme, He could not ſtay him- 
ſelf, when God call'd for him; He could not leave his-. 
Iſſue, for God took Him Tex years before Himſelf: But 
what He could, He hath done, He hath left his Second- 
ſelf, as His Vicegerent, to ſupply his Place z though not a 
Maſculine Line, yet a Maſculine and Heroick Virtne 1) a Fe- 
male Soul, 
W hat ſaid F* - Fewale Soul, Souls knows no Sexes 2 No;- 
a Great,” a Noble, a Wiſe, a Generous, a Charitable, a De> 
vout, and Pious Soul, though inthe Weaker Sex. 
His ..moſt Noble and. Endeared .Conſort , the beft- of * 
- Wives, the beſt of Women ; Whoſe Vizzue 45 out of the 
Reach of Flattery,- becauſe it can ſuffer »o Hyberboles ; 
all that I can ſay of Her, had I a Tongue like his, who 
compar'd it tothe Pen of a ready Writer, being infinitely 
ſhort of Her ſolid Woxth: Fhe Picture of whoſe Heart,coula 
ie be drawn to the Life, would be. the beſ# Idea of perfecs 
Virtne... ww 
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And the Luſtre of whoſe Complicated Graces, T per. 
{wade my (elf, would make Her own Sex, Emulous enough 
of all others, : Hear that of Solomon, aftirm'd of Her 
without Regretz Many Daughters have done Virtuouſly, but 


Thou excelleſt them all, | | 
This Princeſs hath this Prince; this Great Woman hath 


- this Great Man,left to ſupply His place z to bear up the Ho. 


neur of his Family,and Name ;, and to be a Nurſizg-Mother 
in this our*7/rae/, during Her Life, which God in Mercy, 


- .Graciouſly prolong to His Glory , and to all Our Com- 
: forrs. 


And here might I End , becauſe I am aſſured, I cannor 


- Cloſe with a more pleaſing Word. 


But let's advance another ffep, and have dane, 
Next to Her Ladyſhip; He hath provided an Honourable 


Sxcceſſcr for His Noble Seat, Which He hath left with al 


it's Farni:are, to invite and oblige his Reſidence, to be a 
Head and Bleſſing to this Neighbourhood. 

When Queen Elizabeth was Dying, being inquired of 
concerning her Succeſſor, She replied, My Throne, is the 
Throne of Kings. | 
Our Noble Lord knew that his Seat was the Seat of Earls, 
He hath therefore Bequeath'd it toa Right Honourable Pey- 
ſonage of that Degree ; the Eldeſt Son of his Eldrft and moſt 


 endeared Siſter, and of his loving and obliging Brother-in- 


Law; the late Great, and Good Lord Chamberlaine, And 
may your Noble Lordſhip live and enjoy it, in your ſelf and 
Honourable Deſcendants, with as much Honour, and more 
Succeſſions, than that Line from which it is derived to 
You, 

And would the Farity of the Chriſtian Profeſſion allow 
ſuch Langnage; I ſhould with Humble Boldneſs, tell your 
Lordſhip, that the Lares and Penates, the Local Genii, and 


Tutelar Angelsof BE E Z will withdraw their Guards, un- 
leſs 


Leez: Lachzymans; 
leſs you treat them in their ancient and accuſtomed Methods 
of Nobleneſs and Piety. 

But in more congruous Phraſe, Accept this hearty Op- 
tion: Let the Spirit of Elijah, reſt upon Eliſha 5 that your 
Lordſhip, who ſhall exjoy ſo. much of the Mantle, the Seat, 
and Grandure of this Noble Family; may enjoy all the Vir- 
tue, Praiſe, and Spirit of it, The Pietyof your Devout Mo- 
ther, and of Her no leſs pions and devout Father, The Re- 
ligious, and obliging Sweetneſs of your own Right Hononrable 
Father, and the gexerons and prblique Spirit of your Thrice 
Noble Uncle. 

I have hitherto eſcaped ſplitting or daſhing upon that 
Rock of Flattery, which is the Hazard and Reproach of 
Funeral Sermons : Yet now give me leave to ſhut up a with 
a Piece "of Flattery; which I avow and own, the Same 
which the Great Poet uſed, to his Greater Caeſar, 


Serus in Calum redtas. 
Your Noble Uncle hath lefr you after your Noble 


Aunt, A ſecular Elifium, a worldly P aradice, an Heaven up- 
on Earth, if there be any Such. 


Long may Your Lordſhip Live, but Late 
may You come, to this Tereſrial 
Heaven. 


FINTIS. 


Zr 


